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Subject: Tube Stiffener Use with PEX 
 

Date:      September 25, 2018 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
     Regarding Sioux Chief PowerPEX tubing and the use of tube inserts or tube stiffeners. When 
using common Push fittings or when using PEX with common compression fittings, Sioux Chief 
recommends the use of tube stiffeners when possible and always with 1/2 “ nominal (5/8” OD 
tube) and larger.  
    1/8” ID or ¼” nominal tubing (icemaker line) does not require the use of an internal tube 
stiffener. ¼” ID or 3/8” OD nominal tubing (lavatory line) does not require stiffeners either.   
 
Use an appropriate nylon (plastic) ferrule when connecting directly to PEX or other plastic tube.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
Brian E. Ismert 
Director of Product Development  
 

Installation Practice 


